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On February 6, 2016, a powerful earthquake measuring 6.4 on the Richter scale, with the
epicenter in Meinong, Kaohsiung, shook the south of Taiwan, causing tremendous damage. More
than one hundred lives were lost and hundreds of others were injured. Families are gone and
homes no longer exist.

We, of Tainan YMCA, are fortunate that all our staff were safe from the earthquake. Thank you
to all the YMCAs around Taiwan and overseas for all the greetings and concern through the e-
mails, faxes, and phone calls. Reaching out to us were our sister YMCAs--Hiroshima,
Chuncheon, Kuala Lumpur, Sibu and Singapore. Regards and assistance also came from APAY,
The National Council of YMCAs of Japan, The National Council of YMCAs of India,The
National Council of YMCAs of USA, National Council of the YMCAs of Sri Lanka, Hong Kong
Chinese YMCA, Incheon YMCA, Shanghai YMCA, Kobe YMCA, Xian YMCA, Chengdu
YMCA, Xiamen YMCA, Kumamoto YMCA, Kitakyushu YMCA, and Hong Kong YMCA
among our many other affiliated organizations.

With Tainan's Mayor Lai Ching-De leading, the government put all efforts into searching and
rescuing, trying their best to lower the losses caused by the disaster. Tainan YMCA also raised
donations and collaborated with the Department of Social Welfare to provide the affected
survivors with follow-up service, especially concerning education. Our kindergartens and after-
school classes are offering the families-in-need places for free. We ask everyone to continue
praying for the suffering people and families. The reconstruction might be long, but with your
involvement and support, they will have the power needed to move forward bravely.

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. For this cause we will have no
fear, even though the earth is changed, and though the mountains are moved in the heart of the
sea; though its waters are sounding and troubled, and though the mountains are shaking with their
violent motion.” (Psalms 46:1-2).

Facing the difficulties and challenges that the earthquake has brought has given everyone the
chance to learn from this experience. We are responsible for practicing the earthquake prevention
and protecting our environment. We have to love our homeland, pray for God's mercy for
Taiwan, and pray for His love for the people here now and forever.
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